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I the moment I am sort- 
ing impressions of a five 
weeks’ stay on the west 

coast. The season in Seattle was 
about two weeks late, so I saw 
spring in its first tender green 
stages. Spring in the San Francisco Bay 
area had arrived about three weeks in 
advance of schedule, and the hills and 
valleys on the Oakland and Berkeley 
side were a riot of color with the aston- 
ishing yellow of the acacia predominat- 
ing. It was in the mountains back of San 
Ysidro Ranch at Santa Barbara that | 
first saw the purple and white wild lilac 
from the bridle paths that crisscross 
some of the loveliest country in the 
world. On every ride we climbed to some 
high point where we could view the 
lilac- and acacia-filled canyons and the 
sea, which at this season appears almost 
unbelievably blue. 

All along the coast many changes in 
library personnel have occurred, and li- 
brarians are carrying on all sorts of 
new activities. In Seattle a successful 
workshop under the direction of Dr. 
John E. Hansen, Consultant on In- 
structional Service Materials for the 
State Department of Education, closed 
the day of my arrival. 

In Los Angeles I attended a one-day 


meeting of the California School Li 





brarians’ Association and heard 
the opening guns of a campaign 
to secure a state school library 
consultant. I was especially in- 
terested in the recently es- 
tablished San Diego* County 
Schools Service Center. The School Li- 
brary Service with its collection of some 
100,000 volumes is housed there as a 
part of Curricular Services. 

As always I collected some human in- 
terest stories. There was the pretty 
young school librarian who was amazed 
because children read volumes of their 
new set of Compton's as though they 
were “library books.” And there was the 
tale about a tiny boy who arrived in 
the Central Children’s Room in Los 
Angeles tugging a big suitcase. He had 
come to borrow a set of encyclopedias! 
Then there was a talk with a children’s 
librarian who had been comparing the 
attitudes of children in free and assigned 
reading. Her conclusion? When chil- 
dren read books of their own choosing, 
an occasional unusual word is a chal- 
lenge. When reading under compulsion, 
the same words loom up as obstacles. 

Altogether the trip was a delightful 
one although I had to miss several favor- 
ite cities, some of which are scheduled 
for a trip to follow the Far West Re- 
gional Meeting at Vancouver. 
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Can You Help? 


The A.L.A. wants to enroll 


300 new special members in 1949. 


URING April and May more than 3000 prominent persons 

outside the library profession were invited to join in our 
program by becoming contributing ($25 a year) or sustaining 
($100 a year) members of A.L.A. 


Many librarians have signified their willingness to second these 
invitations, and have suggested additional names for invita- 
tions. No librarian need hesitate to enlist lay interest and 
support for a program to strengthen and extend a public serv- 
ice of such consequence to the general public and the nation. 
Attainment of such an important A.L.A. objective as good 
library service for every American, is possible only when citi- 
zens in sufficient numbers participate in extending and improv- 
ing a service essentially for them. 


President McDiarmid says this is a job for every A.L.A. mem- 
ber. “We can continue to hope, or determine to act.” 


Can you help to enroll just one new supporting member? Per- 
sonal calls on community leaders often create interest in the 
work of the local library as well as that of the national associa- 
tion. 


Here is an opportunity to perform a signal service for your 
Association. 


American Library Association ete Chicago, Ill. 
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AN INVESTMENT IN LASTING BEAUTY 


TREND, the distinguished new furniture for libraries, 
is handcrafted for extra beauty and efficiency. 
Its truly functional styling combines flush construction, 
rounded corners, and complete economy of line to eliminate 


dust-catchers, reduce splintering, and lower maintenance costs. 


Only in TREND can you obtain this striking symmetry and 
peak efficiency. For free booklets providing complete information, 
just send us the coupon. Why not send it today? 


Copyright 1949 by Remington Rand Inc. 


LIBRARY BUREAU DEPT. E6 e 
& 315 Fourth Ave., New York 10 Qna 


Please send me your free booklet (check which) : 
O TREND Furniture O TREND Chairs © ‘Planning the Library Building”’ 
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As the official organ of the 
American Library Associa- 
tion, the A.L.A. Bulletin, 
sent to members, carries 
news of the Association, its 
officers, boards, committees, 
divisions, sections, round 
tables, and staff; addresses 
of conference speakers; ar- 
ticles by official representa- 
tives of the Association; and 
brief professional communi- 
cations to or from members. 
Its scope includes important 
news from affiliated associa- 
tions. Its authors’ opinions 
should be regarded as their 
own unless A.L.A. endorse- 
ment is specifically noted. 
The Bulletin is partially in- 
dexed in “Current Library 
Literature” in the Library 
Journal, Education Index, 
and Library Literature. 

Published monthly except 
bimonthly July-August, and 
semimonthly in September 
and October by the Ameri- 
can Library Association, 50 
E. Huron St., Chicago 11. En- 
tered as second-class matter 
at the Post Office at 
Chicago, Ill., with an addi- 
tional entry at Menasha, 
Wis., under Act of Congress 
of March 3, 1879. Accept- 
ance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for 
in United States Postal Act 
of October $, 1917, Section 
1103, amended February 28, 
1925, authorized on July 8, 
1918. 

Subscription price $1.50 a 
year, included in member- 
ship dues. Mailed regularly 
to members only. $3 mem- 
berships secure 11 news num- 
bers of the Bulletin and the 
Annual Reports; member- 
ships at $5 and over secure 
in addition the Proceedings. 
Institutional 
$5 to $25 a year. Single 
copies of news issues 25¢ 
each. 
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Davenport (Iowa) high school girls investigate opportunities in library work 
at the annual Opportunity Day exhibits sponsored by the Vocational Guidance 
Department. Myrtle N. Dunlap, high schoel librarian (second from right), 
collaborated with Elizabeth Martin, librarian of the Davenport Public Library, 


in arranging the exhibit. 
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President-Elect Milton E, Lord has been asked to represent the American Li- 


brary Association as a member of World Town Hall Seminar, a sixty-five day 
round-the-world trip sponsored by America's Town Meeting of the Air. Finanr- 
cing is being sought for this project which will involve no expense to the 
A.L.A. Mr, Lord will participate in discussions with foreign leaders in 
fourteen national capitals during July and August. Members of the Seminar 
will also participate occasionally in Town Meetings for broadcast fram for- 
eign countries during the trip. The A.L.A. is one of twenty national organi- 
zations invited to participate in this program, Mr. Lord will also attend a 
meeting of the International Library Committee of. the International Federa- 
tion of Library Associations in Basel, Switzerland, in June, 


The A,L,A, Handbook, which will be ready for publication this month, does 
not contain the usual directory of A.L.A. members, Announcements of this 
fact have provoked a number of membership comments and inquiries, particu- 
larly from those who feared that no future membership directories were 
planned, It is intended that in future years, and as frequently as sales 
justify, membership directories will be published. A committee of A.L.A, 
Headquarters staff members is now making plans for the future publication 
of even more camplete and prompter membership directories than have been 
possible in the past, 


fo n visitor to A.L.A. Headquarters this month is Dr. Hanns 
W. Eppelsheimer, chairman of the Trizonal Committee on Libraries in Germany 
and advisor on libraries to the Minister of Education for the State of Hesse, 
He is also librarian of the University of Frankfurt and of the City Library 
and is editor of Bibliographie der Deutschen 


ALA, budgets for 1949-50 will be considered by the Finance and Budget Con- 
mittees, meeting at Headquarters in Chicago on 13-15 June, 


Mrs, Blair has been asked to prepare an article on films and public libra- 
ries for use in a forthcoming issue of the Saturday Review of Literature.  /, 
She reports that widespread interest is being taken in the fact that during | 
March 1949, fifty-six public libraries reported that their films were shown 
32,554 times to 1,579,380 people. 


The library point of view is frequently of interest to other organizations 


and it is impressive to note that the A.L.A. has been officially represented 
by members or Headquarters staff at meetings of the following groups since 
1 March 1949: Joint Commission for the Study of Adult Education; American 
Association for Adult Education; American Association of Museums; American 
Association of School Administrators; American Booksellers Association; 
American Council on Education; Commission on the Use of Motion Pictures in 
Adult Education; American Federation of Arts; Alliance of Business and 
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and Professional Women of Chicago; Board of Foreign Scholarships; Fila 
Council of America Senate; National Conference on Community Responsibility 

to our Peacetime Servicenen and Women; National Conference on Health Educa- 
tion; National Education Association Adult Education Department Planning 
Conference; National Education Association Division of Audio Visua] Educa- 
tion; National Education Association National Conference on Higher Education; 
National University Extension Association; National Vocational Guidance Asso- 
ciation; Second National Conference on UNESCO; and the U. S. State Department 
meetings on American Foreign Policy and President Truman's Four Point Program 
(dissemination of American technical information abroad). 


dia brar ociation will hold its annual conference in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, from 20 to 24 June. The theme of the Conference will be "Library 
Standards for the Community," and speakers will include A.L.A. President E, 
W. McDiarmid and several other members of the A.L.A,. Executive Board and 
Headquarters staff, 


A at the corner of Rush and Huron Streets in Chicago still 
belongs to the A.L.A. after default on the purchase contract executed sever- 
al months ago, The purchasers have forfeited payments totaling $25,000, 


ations for th t to provide funds for the State Depart- 
ment's Educational, Scientific and Cultural Activities, have been threatened 
recently by acts of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, Mr, Howard, 
director of the A,L.A. Washington Office, has been working in cooperation 
with the American Council on Education and other groups to insure careful 
consideration of this appropriation, 


The Fourth Activities Committee Report, Part II, is currently being discussed 
by the A.L.4, Headquarters staff which intends to express its opinions to 


the Ex-Officio Committee on A.L.A, Reorganization, President E, W. McDiarmid, 
Chairman, Staff comments on this report have been #0 constructively criti- 
cal that it is to be hoped that other staff organisations and groups will 
also review the report and advise the Ex-Officio Canmittee, 


The A,L,A, Editorial Committee has accepted for A.L.A. publication the manu- 
script, "Teacher-Librarian's Handbook," second edition, prepared by Mary 


Peacock Douglas, The book will be ready in the fall, 


The A,L.A, Headquarters Offices will be rearranged within the next month to 


permit greater utilization of the first and second floors of the Headquar- 
ters building and a more efficient relationship between offices, A.L.A, 
members traveling through Chicago are reminded that they are always welcome 
to visit the Headquarters building and to meet the Headquarters staff, 


/ 
y John Mackenzie Co ' 


ry 
Executive Secretary 


23 May 1949 
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The husky lad on your right is holding one month’s editions of a large 
newspaper, weighing some 26 pounds. 

The tiny package held by the young lady beside him contains the same 
month’s editions of the same newspaper on three small reels of 35mm. 


microfilm which together weigh about 11/2 pounds. 


The New York Times on Microfilm saves space, saves work, and 
provides a photographic record of the news as published in The Times. 
Dozens of public, college, business, and government libraries are now 
subscribing for this service. 

The New York Times on Microfilm is mailed in ten-day units within 
five days after the last day’s Times is off the press. Files from 1851 on 
are available. Subscription for the current year is $140. 


THE NEW YORK TIMES ON MICROFILM 


229 ‘Nest 43rd Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Tell Them You Saw Their Advertisement in the A.L.A. Bulletin 








D.C.C. Visits A.L.A. Headquarters 


LauRA C. CoLtvin AND M. RutH MACDONALD 


HE WORK and program of activities of 

the A.L.A. Division of Cataloging and 
Classification (D.C.C.) have been long 
standing and well known within the frame- 
work of the Ameri- 
can Library As- 
sociation. For a 
number of years, 
however, the di- 
vision has _ been 
aware that Head- 
quarters has not 
been equipped to 
assume leadership 
in the fields of 
technical _ services, 
cataloging, classifi- 
cation and_ biblio- 
graphic control. As a division we have 
realized that our volunteer activities are 
not adequate to meet the needs of this 
segment of our profession. Therefore we 
have sought a Headquarters specialist who, 
in addition to assisting the division in its 
activities, would coordinate and direct pro- 
fessional projects for which there is a great 
demand and for which excellent volunteer 
talent is available. When funds for this 
specialist were not available, the division 
requested smaller amounts to be used for 
clerical help until professional assistance 
could be provided. 

At the Midwinter Conference, in response 
to our repeated requests, Mr. Cory decided 
to explore the possibilities by inviting the 
division to send a representative to A.L.A. 
Headquarters for a month or two to serve as 
a consultant to him and the staff on matters 
of interest to the division. To avoid per- 
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Miss Colvin is assistant science at 
Mass. 


Division of Cataloging 


professor of library 


Simmons College School of Library 
A.L.A, 
serves as chairman of its Special 
on Relations with A.L.A. 
Miss MacDonald is chief of the 
Army Medical 


president of the 


Science, Boston, 


She is vice president of the 
and Classification, and 


Committee 
Catalog Division, U.S. 
Library, Washington, D.C. She is a past 


A.L.A. 


tion, and a member of 


Division of Cataloging and Classifica- 
its executive board. 


————————————— 
KS 


sonal bias in such an assignment, the 
Executive Board of the division preferred to 
send two representatives for a_ shorter 
period. We were appointed to spend the 
fortnight of March 27 to April 7 in Chicago. 
The complete and sympathetic assistance 
of Headquarters staff members was far be- 
yond the call of duty. The degree of suc- 
cess of our mission in large part is due to 
their cordial cooperation. 

A detailed report will appear in the sum- 
mer issue of the Journal of Cataloging and 
Classification. Meanwhile, this is a short 
account of our activities and discoveries 
taken from our notebooks. 

What did we do during those 10 days 
at Headquarters? How did we spend our 
time? What did we accomplish? Most of 
our time was spent in interviews. We had 
individual conferences, lasting between two 
and three hours, with the divisional repre- 
sentatives, heads of the various departments, 
and with some other members of the staff. 
Our questions 
were designed to 
acquaint us with 
each person’s 
work, to determine 
if and where his 
work touched on, 
or covered matters 
within the scope of 
the divison’s major 
interests. We were 
also interested in 
organizational and 
financial arrange- 
ments, in completed projects, present prob- 
lems and future plans. 

Realizing that we were trying to demon- 
strate the need of a Headquarters’ specialist 
in the field of cataloging and classification, 
members of the staff cooperated in a 
thoroughly sympathetic manner. 

The conferences with the divisional repre- 
sentatives were productive of information 
of immediate interest to the division. 





Laura C. Colvin 


1 Sent free to division members. Subscriptions and single 


issues not for sale. 
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Helen A. Ridgway, chief public libraries 
specialist, A.L.A. Public Library Executive 
Office, is vitally concerned with the Li- 
brary Demonstration Bill. She made us 
aware that it holds both opportunities and 
responsibility for our division—opportunities 
to demonstrate centralized or cooperative 
processing on acceptably simplified lines, 
and responsibility for prior study to insure 
prompt and economical processing of 
demonstration library materials. 

Problems in the technical services come 
to Miss Ridgway’s attention as part of over- 
all library problems. In the course of visits 
to libraries she has observed needs which 
the libraries themselves do not realize: 
officially acceptable standards for simplified 
processing which would make such simpli- 
fications “respectable” and would result in 
getting new books into the readers’ hands 
with less delay. (We might note here that 
some members of the A. L. A. Booklist staff 
also suggested that our division has neg- 
lected the interests of the small libraries.) 

Mildred L. Batchelder, executive secre- 
tary of the Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People, seldom gets 
questions pertaining to cataloging and 
classification. The few received usually 
concern details of cuttering, accessioning, 
etc., which are easily answered. Miss 
Batchelder’s experience as an A.L.A. Head- 
quarters specialist and her new assignment 
as executive secretary of the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People 
made her suggestions significant to the 
D.C.C. She recognizes the desirability of 
wide distribution of divisional reports and 
of securing appointments to official A.L.A. 
boards and committees. 

The executive secretary of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries, N. 
Orwin Rush, receives questions within the 
scope of library technical services. These 
he may answer partially and/or refer for 
full reply to the president of the D.C.C., 
or to one of its committees. Since there is 
much of mutual interest in the activities of 
the A.C.R.L. and the D.C.C., Mr. Rush 
suggested that the two groups hold joint 
meetings either in connection with A.L.A. 
conferences, or separately. The idea is 
provocative and worthy of development. 

The Department of Library Education 
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and Personnel (Anita M. Hostetter, Chief) 
includes also recruiting and the Employment 
Register, all of interest to the D.C.C. We 
discussed means of closer cooperation with 
the Board of Education for Librarianship, 
fuller participation in the Joint Committee 
on Library Work as a Career, and the 
serious lack of adequate placement service 
at Headquarters. 

Our conference with the chief of the 
Office of Personnel Administration, Hazel 
B. Timmerman, revealed the discouraging 
personnel situation in our field—the many 
lacks catalogers feel in their working condi- 
tions, both physical and __ professional. 
D.C.C. participation in the work of local 
subcommittees and personnel institutes of 
the Board on Personnel Administration 
would prove of mutual benefit. 

The influence of the Department of Mem- 
bership Organization and _ Information, 
under the supervision of Cora M. Beatty, 
has long been felt by the division. We re- 
ceived excellent practical suggestions 
whereby our Membership Committee activi- 
ties may be coordinated into the general 
expansion of the A.L.A. Association-wide 
point of view is desirable for all divisions 
in connection with their membership pro- 
motion. 

The comptroller, R. E. Dooley, and the 
chief accountant, Leo M. Weins, patiently 
explained A.L.A. finances and tried to make 
complicated accounting procedures simple 
enough for us to grasp, A.L.A. keeps de- 
tailed records but even so we usually asked 
questions which the records could not rea- 
sonably show. Mr. Weins showed us the 
membership office work and records. A 
suggestion brought to our attention should 
be of interest to all of A.L.A. We should 
not send urgent questions or information - 
along with dues, for the letters will neces- 
sarily have to go through the time-consum- 
ing membership routines while we fume 
about not receiving our replies. 

Considerable time was spent with the 
Headquarters librarian, Helen T. Geer, and 
in examining the library. It has organiza- 
tional and policy problems akin to any li- 
brary. It has too much material for its 
shelves, has backlogs of work and needs 
additional staff. Of particular interest are 
its organizational problems. We plan to 
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prepare a special report on the library as a 

art of our official report to the division. 

The chief of the Publishing Department, 
Everett O. Fontaine, thoughtfully compiled 
a list of publishing projects and suggestions 
relating to cataloging, classification and sub- 
ject headings. These were discussed in 
detail with profit. The discussion made 
clear to us the desirability of establishing 
our Publications Committee on a reasonably 
long, overlapping term basis in order to 
supervise properly the preparation and pub- 
lication of manuscripts. 

We discussed the prices of A.L.A. publi- 
cation with Mr. Fontaine and Mr. Cory, 
particularly the prices of the A.L.A. Cata- 
loging Rules for Author and Title Entries, 
9d ed., $5.00. That matter was not re- 
solved in a mutually satisfactory fashion, 
for when we would object to one way of 
figuring the price, another way would be 
substituted. But the price would come out 
the same regardless of which way it was 
figured. We earned neither a financial nor 
moral victory in our price discussions! 

Throughout our stay we had frequent 
conferences with Mr. Cory at which we 
discussed interview findings, general A.L.A. 
policies and plans, the A.L.A. Fourth Ac- 
tivities Committee Report, etc. These con- 
ferences were especially challenging. At 
the first executive staff luncheon Mr. Cory 
read the long outline of inquiries we had 
prepared before coming and suggestions and 
comments were made around the table. At 
the next luncheon meetings we brought the 
questions we had collected from our con- 
ferences. Again, individual and group coun- 
sel was voiced to emphasize the problems 
of Headquarters and to direct our thinking 
toward possible solutions to our problem of 
securing a Headquarters specialist. 

Among the results of our visit is the 
clearer realization we now have of the need 
for a broader program of planned activities 
in the professional fields covered by our 
division. This is not a new realization, but 
a crystallization substantiated by detailed 
evidence. To illustrate some of the activi- 
ties which the division should initiate for the 
larger interests of A.L.A. members, we list 
here several of the many proposals which 


we recommended to the D.C.C. Executive 
Board, April 9-10, in Washington, D.C. 

1. The need for processing standards for 
libraries of designated types and sizes. This 
may result in an official simplified processing 
code. 

2. The importance of prior and practical 
consideration of processing plans and exper- 
iments under the Library Demonstration 
Bill. 

3. The means to provide continuing 
cooperation between the A.L.A. and the Li- 
brary of Congress in the matter of catalog- 
ing rule changes and additions. At present 
only descriptive cataloging detail is covered; 
rules for entry and subject headings remain 
outside arrangements for cooperative activi- 
ties. 

4. The study of adequacy of coverage of 
technical services in A.L.A. surveys. As a 
corollary to this is the question of why tech- 
nical services surveys are usually not A.L.A. 
surveys. 

5. The evaluation of the personnel situa- 
tion in our specialty. Even though the 
reasons which have caused the situation lie 
in the realm of library administration, the 
division is obligated to accept the situation 
as a challenge and to do its utmost to im- 
prove it. Careful studies must be made of 
the findings of the Public Library Inquiry 
and of the A.L.A.—Burcau of Labor Statis- 
tics Survey. 

But, of course, the paramount reason for 
our mission involved a D.C.C,. executive 
secretary. Headquarters must be equipped 
to provide technical counsel, and the divi- 
sion is keenly aware of its obligation to the 
whole Association to provide leadership in 
this critically important professional area. 
While our discussions with Mr. Cory made 
clear that the A.L.A. purse is flat, this finan- 
cial circumstance does not eliminate the 
pressing need. A.L.A. is interested in 
strong divisions with considerable inde- 
pendence and authority closely knit to the 
associational relationships. The D.C.C. 
must prove its broad interest in the whole 
program of the American Library Associa- 
tion, but also it must show its earnestness 
in devising some means to achieve adequate 
professional services at Headquarters. 
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News from the States 


HELEN A. RmwpGway 


This news summary supplements reports 
that appeared in the April 1948 issue of the 
A.L.A. Bulletin. It will be followed in an 
early issue by additional summaries of in- 
formation recently solicited from state li- 
brary extension agencies. 


Arizona 


Arizona completed the list of states with 
state library extension agencies with the 
governor's signing on March 17 of a bill 
creating a Library Extension Section within 
the Department ‘of Library and Archives. 
The bill carried no appropriation, but did 
authorize the department to receive and ad- 
minister federal funds. 

The Arizona Library Association, which 
campaigned so successfully for the passage 
of this bill, will continue to cooperate with 
the Department of Library and Archives in 
the development and improvement of pub- 
lic library service throughout the state. 


Arkansas 


In the November 2 election all of the 27 
counties involved passed the county library 
tax by gratifyi ing majorities. Seven of the 
counties involved constitute three regional 
libraries: (1) Ozarks Regional (Franklin- 
Johnson), (2) Southeast Arkansas Regional 
(Drew-De a Lincoln), (3) Southwest Arkan- 
sas Regional (Little River-Sevier). 

The appropriation for the State Library 
Commission has been increased from 
$280,360 in 1947-49 to $358,700 for 
1949-51. The amount allocated for state aid 
was increased from $182,000 to $202,000. 

State aid for county library service to the 
Negro population will be granted on a per 
capita basis. in accordance with plans sub- 
mitted to and accepted by the Arkansas 
Library Commission Board. 

The commission is finding its larger rented 
quarters at 506% Center St., Little Rock, 
much more comfortable and efficient. 








Miss Ridgway is chief public library specialist, A.L.A. 
Public Library Executive Office. 








Connecticut 


$32,000 was appropriated for 1947-49 for 
state aid up to a maximum of $100 to any 
public library that receives public funds, 
This amount is in addition to the Division 


of Libraries’ budget of $36,500. 


Georgia 

Georgia’s Minimum Foundation Program 
for Education has been enacted into law 
and can become effective when the funds 
are made available. It includes salaries for 
county librarians and specifies that the state 
should spend not less than 16 cents per 

capita for public library service. Unfortu- 

nately, in a recent re ferendum Georgians 
voted ov erwhelmingly against $46,000,000 
in new taxes for improved state services, but 
this vote does not affect the present appro- 
priation for public or school library develop- 
ment. 

Two new regional libraries have recently 
been organized in the state, bringing the 
total to 13 regions serving 29 counties. 122 
counties have qualified for state aid for 
rural public library service for the present 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1949. 


Illinois 


A sum of $10,000 was recently author- 
ized by the Illinois General Assembly for a 
survey of the Illinois State Library “in order 
to determine whether any changes are de- 
sirable in the present sy stem in order that 
it may conform to the most efficient methods 
generally recognized in the profession.” 

The surveyors chosen are: Harold F. 
Brigham, director, Indiana State Library; - 
Charles F. Gosnell, librarian, New York 
State Library; and Forrest B. Spaulding, 
librarian, Des Moines (Iowa) Public Library. 


Kansas 


An act creating a temporary library 
survey commission to make a study, survey, 
report and recommendations concerning li- 
braries and library services in Kansas was 
passed with an appropriation of $12,000. 
The commission will consist of nine mem- 
bers: five appointed by the governor, and 
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the state librarian, the state superintendent 
of public instruction, the librarian of the 
Kansas State College at Manhattan and the 
librarian of the University of Kansas at 
Lawrence. Provision is made for a director 
of studies, who shall be a competent au- 
thority in the field of library administration 
and supervision and for such other em- 
ployees, not to exceed four, as may be 
necessary. 

The Kansas legislature also passed a bill 
authorizing the Traveling Libraries Com- 
mission to accept federal funds for library 
demonstration purposes in the state of 
Kansas. 


Louisiana 


In Louisiana $450,000 was appropriated 
for 1948-50, approximately one-half for par- 
ish demonstrations under the sponsorship 
of the Louisiana State Library, the balance 
for the headquarters library for regular state 
library activities. This is an increase of 
$100,000 over the previous biennium. 


Minnesota 


Although the legislature did not pass 
the bill requesting $25,000 for a state-wide 
library survey, a concurrent resolution 
passed by the Senate and the House has 
provided that such a survey be made by the 
state’s Legislative Research Committee. The 
state association, which sponsored the orig- 
inal bill, will offer its cooperation and 
assistance. 

Mississippi 

Although Mississippi's request for 
$100,000 in state aid was not granted, the 
amount appropriated to the commission for 
1948-50 was $90,000 in contrast with 
$30,000 in 1946-48. $45,000 will be used 
to establish county and regional libraries 
and to stimulate, increase, improve and 
equalize library service in the state. 


Montana 

In February the Legislative Assembly 
passed a bill raising the tax limitation for 
maintaining a county free library from one 
to two mills. 

The Montana Library Association has 
appointed a planning committee to co- 
Operate with the State Library Extension 
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Commission in state-wide planning for Mon- 
tana. The chairman of the committee is 
Ann Whitmack, librarian, Parmly Billings 
Memorial Library, Billings. 


New Mexico 


New Mexico's state-wide library survey 
made by the Library Commission in con- 
nection with the state educational survey, 
has been published under the title Library 
Service for New Mexico. It has assisted 
the commission in obtaining an appropria- 
tion of $123,000 for the biennium 1949-51 
in contrast with $66,200 for 1947-49. The 
commission has also been granted a special 
appropriation of $7,500 for this Sone wate 
to enable it to move to larger quarters at 301 
Don Gaspar St., Sante Fe. 


North Carolina 


In North Carolina the General Assembly 
passed a bill carrying an appropriation of 
$350,436 for State Aid to Public Libraries 
for each year of the biennium 1949-50 and 
1950-51. This sum is in addition to the 
commission’s budget of $33,261 for each 
year. H. Marjorie Beal, secretary and direc- 
tor of the commission, also reports that there 
are now 78 bookmobiles in the state serving 
84 counties and that two more are on order 
at a cost of $1,800 each. 


North Dakota 


Anticipating the passage of the Public 
Library Service Demonstration Act the Leg- 
islative Assembly of North Dakota passed 
a bill authorizing the State Library Com- 
mission to accept and disburse grants of 
federal funds. Demonstration plans are 
now being drawn up by the commission. 


Northern Great Plains 
Library Planning Council 


At the invitation of the Bibliographical 
Center for Research, Rocky Mountain Re- 
gion (Denver), and the Mountain-Plains Li- 
brary Association, a small group of land 
grant college librarians, state extension li- 
brarians, rural sociologists, and representa- 
tives from the American Library Association, 
the American Association of Library Schools 
and the United States Department of Agri- 
culture met at Billings, Mont., on Saturday, 
March 12, 1949, to discuss the problems 
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attendant upon developing a program of 
regional library service for the Northern 
Great Plains and the upper Missouri Valley. 
The states represented were Colorado, 
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wyoming. , 

It was recognized that there is a great 
need for librarians to develop and present 
a plan of library service to the various 
agencies and individuals who are immedi- 
ately and intimately concerned with the 
upper Missouri Valley and the proposed 
M.V.A., and to show clearly that libraries 
must be considered as part of the over-all 
plan above and apart from “special interests 
thinking.” Moreover, all agencies now on 
the job in the upper Missouri Valley should 
be acquainted with the educational, in- 
formational and recreational possibilities of 
libraries. 
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Accordingly, it was voted that a Northern 
Great Plains Library Planning Council be 
established, members to which shall be ap- 
pointed by the Mountain-Plains Library As- 
sociation, with representatives from other 
library associations as invited. It was agreed 
that there was need for a long-term plan 
for regional library service, as well as for 
meeting the immediate problem of library 
service to agencies and contractors respon- 
sible for in-progress construction, and of 
discovering possibilities of making contracts 
with local libraries for service. 


Washington 
Reports from the state of Washington 
indicate that the most severe damage from 
the earthquake was in the Puget Sound area 
from Seattle south to Olympia. No library 
buildings suffered serious damage. 


The CARE Book Program 


Books have now been added to the dis- 
tribution services of CARE in advancing 
the cause of world reconstruction. Through 
this program the American public will be 
able to send professional and_ technical 
books to libraries in Europe, Japan and 
Korea. 

Librarians have been asked to assist in 
the program by distributing promotional 
material now in preparation, and by the use 
of library exhibits. 

At the present time the program is limited 
to new books, printed in English, in the 
following categories: Health and welfare, 
nursing, medicine, dentistry, agricultural 
science, veterinary science, English lan- 
guage instruction, biology, chemistry, engi- 
neering, geology, library administration, 
mathematics, physics, physiology, psy- 
chology, sociology and statistics. During a 
visit to A.L.A. Headquarters Milton L. 
Smith, CARE’s director of education, ex- 
plained that later a committee will review 
the program with the idea of including 
books in other categories, as well as profes- 
sional and technical periodicals, pamphlets 
and reprints. 


Books will be selected from bibliographies 


prepared by a special advisory committee. 

Members are: Alice D. Ball, executive direc- 
tor, U.S. Book Exchange; John Mackenzie 
Cory, executive secretary, A.L.A.; Dr. John 
F. Fulton, Sterling professor of physiology, 
School of Medicine, Yale University; 
R. R. Hawkins, chief, Science and Technical 
Division, New York Public Library; and 
Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
chairman. 

Lists have been based on the United 
Yugoslav Relief Fund's bibliographies in 
the approved categories. 

CARE will be assisted in selecting insti- 
tutions to receive gifts by members of the 
library section of UNESCO, ministries of 
education in foreign countries, and the U.S. 
Information Service. 

Donors of sums over $10.00 may desig- 
nate the country, type of institution, specific 
institution or category of books, but may 
not specify titles. Donations under $10.00 
will be placed in the general book fund. 
CARE will furnish the usual signed receipt 
of delivery. 

Donations and requests for information 
should be sent to the CARE Educational 
Unit, 50 Broad St., New York 4, N.Y. 
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Search for an Assistant 


—or Mortician 


CLARA E. BREED 


“I am not sure that I want this position, 
because I have been top dog too long to 
accept a subordinate role.” So writes one 
applicant for the position of assistant city 
librarian for San Diego, who also makes it 
plain that southern California’s equable 
climate and its facilities for golf are more 
interesting to him than its library problems. 
Other applicants have been more guarded 
in their letters. But how does one go about 
finding a really capable and imaginative 
assistant librarian, who is more interested 
in tackling a tough job with tact and energy 
than in basking in California’s sunshine? 

The traditional answer of civil service 
(and almost all the larger libraries in Cali- 
fornia are under civil service) has been 
to give a competitive examination, eliminate 
all but the top three candidates, and then 
have the administrator interview the three 
and select one. This is a somewhat worri- 
some procedure, because the ability to pass 
a written test and the ability to do a good 
job do not coincide 100 per cent of the 
time. The correlation is closest when the 
duties of a position can be exactly and 
accurately defined, and the test tailor-made 
to fit them. Exact knowledge in a subject 
field can be tested and graded, but it is 
more difficult to test administrative ability, 
the ability to get along with other staff 
members, leadership, planning ability, deter- 
mination to overcome obstacles such as pub- 
lic apathy, refusal to be downhearted or 
discouraged, loyalty, the belief that library 
work is important and worth doing, and a 
sense of proportion. Yet these were the 


————————————————————————SSO—SX—_— 

Miss Breed is city librarian of the San Diego (Calif.) 
Public Library, She received the appointment on April 11, 
1946, after serving for five months as acting librarian. Prior 
to that time she was employed at the Main Library as 
supervising librarian of the Children’s Department. Miss 
Breed received her B.S. in L.S. from Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, 
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qualities San Diego’s library needed and 
wanted in an assistant librarian. It was felt 
that while a broad knowledge of adult 
literature would be desirable, these qualities 
might be found in a person who had special- 
ized in one subject field or another. Five 
years of library experience and at least two 
years of recent public library experience, 
however, seemed a necessity. 

Discussion of these matters with the 
civil service examiners brought the sugges- 
tion that for this position the formal written 
examination be waived. Instead it was pro- 
posed that a thorough investigation of each 
applicant’s education, experience and quali- 
fications be made, and that each be asked to 
write a paper on “some current library 
problem.” When this material was gathered 
and graded by the board of examiners, the 
three highest candidates would be expected 
to come to San Diego for personal interviews. 

Current library problems are as thick as 
bees, but some are catalogers’ problems, 
some swarm around the heads of children’s 
librarians and some annoy only building 
superintendents. Which to choose? The 
answer was found in an article by Karl F. 
Zeisler in the February 1949 issue of Survey, 
which asks whether or not libraries are 
“Morgues of Culture?” Mr. Zeisler quotes 
statistics from A National Plan for Public 
Library Service and from a National Opin- 
ion Research Center survey to prove that 
libraries are dwindling in influence, that 
they do not give their patrons what they 
really want, that they are too cultured and 
cloistered, and that librarians are self- 
effacing introverts, 78 per cent of them 
spinsters, who throw up their hands and 
retire behind their catalog cards when con- 
fronted with dwindling budgets and public 
indifference. He advises librarians “to get 
out from behind their desks and stir up a 
grade-A ruckus.” 

Such statements as these sting and hurt, 
but like other manifestations of the shock 
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treatment they are stimulating to thought. 
Are they true? If so, what can librarians 
do about them? Similar basic questions are 
raised in A National Plan for Public Li- 
brary Service, by the Public Library Inquiry 
being conducted by Robert D. Leigh, and by 
the recent exhaustive survey of the Los An- 
geles Public Library. Librarians in San 
Diego, as well as in Seattle and Cleve- 
land, are going to have to find the answers 
to these questions during the next few years. 
For this reason candidates for San Diego's 
assistant librarianship have been asked to 
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answer, from a librarian’s point of view, the 
questions raised in “Morgues of Culture?” 
It is hoped that the answers will help the 
examiners to select someone with ideas for 
helping San Diego's library to do a better 
job than it is now doing. Morticians and 
sun-bathers need not apply. 

Incidentally, Mr. Zeisler, your statistics 
are dated. Applicants are not 78 per cent 
spinsters. More inquiries have been re- 
ceived from men than from women, and out 
of a final group of 20 applicants, 12 are 
masculine. 


Postal Rate Hearings 


MPLICATIONS of the proposed postal rate 
I increases for libraries and library patrons 
were pointed out by Paul How ard, director 
of the A.L.A. W ashington Office, in a state- 
ment before the House Post Office and 
Civil Service Committee on May 4. 

The committee is considering legislation 
designed to increase postal rates to provide 
an additional $250,000,000. The measure 
proposes increases for all classes of mail, 
with greatest advances in rates for news- 
papers, advertising matter and parcel post. 

The cost of penny postal cards would be 
doubled and the special library bookrate 
would be abolished under the pe nding bills, 
§$.1130 and H.R.2945. 

In his testimony Mr. Howard pointed out 
that more than 90 per cent of all libraries 
are governmental agencies, either local, state 
or national. Because these libraries are tax- 
supported, increased costs would have to be 
offset either by corresponding increases in 
taxes or by reducing library service. 

The A.L.A. re presenti itive explained the 
additional cost to libraries which would re- 
sult from the higher bookrates, increased 
cost of postal cards and elimination of the 
special library rate. 

“Before the recent bookrate increases’ 
most publishers or jobbers from whom pub- 
lic libraries purchased books absorbed the 


1 Effective Jan. 1, 1949. A special concession was granted 


for books shipped by or to libraries on interlibrary loan or 


as service to readers. 


shipping costs in the price of the books,” 
he said. “With the increase there has been 
a very strong tendency to add the cost of 
postage to the cost of the books. This prac- 
tice is likely to increase with an additional 
increase in the bookrate.” 

In dollars-and-cents terms, the added 
cost of postage borne by public libraries 
would be not less than $276,000. This 
amount is based on U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation figures which indicate that public 
libraries purchase 6,900,000 books per year. 

The added cost of postal cards to Ili- 
braries would be about $100,000 a year. 
Elimination of the special bookrate would 
add approximately $122,000 to library costs 
each year. In all three categories this 
amounts to an annual increase of at least 
$498,000. 

Mr. Howard pointed out that these 
figures do not include college, university or 
other school libraries. 

In concluding his statement before the 
House Committee, Mr. Howard recom- 
mended that books be classed as second- 
class matter and receive the lowest rate in 
that category. If this were not accepted, 
he recommended that the library bookrate 
should be re-established at not more than 
3¢ for the first pound and 1¢ for each 
additional pound, the rate to apply to all 
books shipped to or by public, college, or 
school libraries on interlibrary loan or as 4 
service to readers. 
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Films on Alcoholism 


COMPILED BY Mary Dickey DEARING 


The Detroit Public Library’s educational 

rogram on alcoholism was launched on 
April 20 with a spring exhibit. A display, 
featuring the Yale display panels and Yale 
Plan publications, was shown at the main 
library through the month of May. All 
branches had smaller related displays. 

This fall a series of film forums will be 
held, based on films included in the follow- 
ing list. Other projects have been planned 
tentatively. ° 


Films on Alcoholism 


ALCOHOL AND THE HUMAN Bopy. 16mm., 
sound, 15 minutes, purchase, $63.00; rent, 
apply, 1949. Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Films, Inc., 207 S. Green St., Chicago 7, Tl. 

This film was planned to show the specific 
effects of alcohol on the human body. It 
describes some of the source materials for dis- 
tilling alcohol and shows a comparison of the 
relative amounts of alcohol in beer, wine and 
whiskey. The effects of alcohol on the human 
body are then shown by live photography and 
animation. The conditions of problem drinkers 
and some of the steps for alcoholism are also 


shown in the film.— Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Films, Inc. 


Atcono. As A PREVENTIVE OF EXPERI- 
MENTAL NEuROSES. 16mm., sound, 400 ft. 
purchase, $25.00; rent, $1.25, 1946. Penn- 
sylvania State College, Audio-Visual Aids Li- 
brary, State College. 

Cats mildly intoxicated with alcohol just be- 
fore subjected to motivational conflicts do not 
develop markedly neurotic deviations of be- 
havior. However, if the same conflicts are 
induced when the animals are sober, severe 
inhibitions, compulsions, phobias, regressive pat- 
terns, and other persistent neurotic aberrations 
are induced. The analogies with man’s use of 
alcohol as an anxiety relieving nepenthic are 


* This fall the Bulletin plans to carry an article describ- 
ing the Detroit Public Library's program on alcoholism. 
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Mrs, Dearing is assistant in the Audio-Visual Division of 
the Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Mich, 
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suggested.— Educational Film Guide, 1948. 


AND SuppDEN DEATH. 16mm., sound, 6 
reels. Paramount Films, Inc., 300 W. 42nd 
St., New York, N.Y. 

Emphasizes dangers of drunken driving and 
speeding.—American Automobile Association, 
Safety films for clubs and schools. 


BENEFICENT REPROBATE—ETHYL ALCOHOL, 
Jts NATURE AND Its Properties. 16mm., 
sound, 40 minutes, purchase, $75.00. Na- 
tional W.C.T.U., 1730 Chicago Ave., Evans- 
ton, Ill. 


A treatise on the uses and effects of alcohol 
in industry and in relation to the central nervous 
system of the human body. An evaluation of 
alcohol in the various uses to which it may be 
put and shows why it causes characteristic 
effects when taken in beverages.—Educational 
Film Guide, 1948. 


CLEAR TO THE Top. 16mm., sound, 35 min- 
utes, loan, 1946. Calvert Distillers Corp., 
405 Lexington Ave., New York City. 

The theme of this film is moderation in drink- 
ing and proper drinking habits, and the care 
with which liquors are made and also blended. 
The script centers around the attempt of a 
dancing team to get a start in their profession. 
They almost lose their opportunity because one 
of the members mixes his drinks improperly. 
A trip through a distillery is worked into the 
story, showing how liquors are made, and men- 
tioning the work the company did for the gov- 
ernment during the war in the manufacture of 
alcohol, etc.—Business Sponsored Educational 
Films. 


ConTROL OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN 
MicHicAN. 16mm., sound, 22 minutes, 
color. State of Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission, Lansing, Mich. Limited avail- 
ability within the state of Michigan. 

Depicts the operation of the Enforcement 
Division of the Liquor Control Commission and 
some of the general control policies relative to 
the sale and consumption of alcoholic bevera- 
ges.—State of Michigan Liquor Control Com- 
mission. 


Drunk Drivers. 16mm., sound, 20 minutes. 
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Y.M.C.A. Motion Picture Bureau, 19 S. La- 
Salle St., Chicago, Il. 

A lesson on the thesis: “If you drink, don’t 
drive.” Shows how a tragic accident ruins a 
young husband's career. Includes study of po- 


lice courts in relation to community welfare.— 
A National Directory of Safety Films. 


FamiLy AFFairn. 16mm., sound, 12 minutes, 
purchase, $25.00, 1941. National W.C.T.U., 
1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, IIl. 


Five members of the alcohol family—methy]l, 
ethyl, propyl, butyl, and amyl—are introduced 
and the various properties they have in common 
are demonstrated in laboratory scenes. Shows 
the effects of alcohol and strychnine on growing 
seeds, as compared with the effect of plain 
water. 

Dr. Robert V. Seliger, psychiatrist at the Johns 
Hopkins University, is introduced. Speaking 
directly to the audience, he claims that total 
abstinence from alcoholic beverages is the only 
way to combat successfully the poisonous effect 
of alcohol on the mind and sedy—Stdincationel 
Film Guide, 1948. 


I Am AN ALconHoLic. 16mm., sound, 18 
minutes. RKO Radio Pictures. For a list 
of educational film libraries which rent this 
film write RKO Radio Pictures, 16mm Edu- 
cational Division, 1270 Ave. of the Americas, 
New York 20, N.Y. 

Neither a temperance lecture, nor a plea for 
prohibition, I Am an Alcoholic is the story of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Through the experiences 
of one man, this subject portrays the steps 
taken by members of Alcoholics Anonymous to 
bring that man back to his rightful place in 
society, to a regaining of health, happiness and 
self respect. The origin and development of 
Alcoholics Anonymous is pictured.—Catalog of 
16mm. educational films, RKO Radio Pictures. 


It’s THE Brain THAT Counts. 16mm., 
sound, 20 minutes, loan. National W.C.T.U., 
1730 Chicago Ave., Evanston, Ill. 

A doctor demonstrates to two young people 
why a few drinks of beer may have caused the 
accident in which a friend of theirs was in- 
jured.—Educational Film Guide, 1948. 


Liguor As THE Doctor Sess Ir. 16mm., 
sound, 20 minutes, purchase, $72.00; rent, 
$3.00. United World Films, Inc., R.C.A. 
Bldg., Rockefeller Center, New York City 20. 

A clergyman and a physician state the case 
for prohibition, explaining how alcohol is formed 
and outlining its effect on plant, animal, and 
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human tissue. They also point out social evils, 
The clergyman’s introduction is quite long and 
definitely limits the use of the film.—Educa- 
tional Film Guide, 1947. 


NEUROSIS AND ALCOHOL: AN EXPERIMENTAL 
Strupy. 16mm., silent, 25 minutes, purchase, 
$38.00; rent, $2.00, 1944. Pennsylvania 
State College, Audio-Visual Aids Library, 
State College. 


Cats are trained to feed after specific sensory 
signals and then to manipulate a switch to 
actuate their own feeding signals. When alco- 
hol is administered these patterns disappear in 
the order of decreasing complexity until only 
the original, primitive reactions remain. 

After recovery, the animals are subjected to 
a severe motivational conflict, and develop 
anxiety, inhibitions, phobias, motor abnormali- 
ties. Alcohol again distintegrates these complex 
reactive patterns, restores goal oriented behavior 
and thereby temporarily relieves the neurosis. 

Some aninrals continue to prefer alcohol to 
nonalcoholic drinks until their “addiction” is 
cured by various experimental procedures.— 
Educational Film Guide, 1948. 


Tue Pay-Orr. 16mm., sound, 20 minutes. 
1938. National W.C.T.U., 1730 Chicago 
Ave., Evanston, II. 


This picture attempts to show the effects of 
alcohol upon the individual and family, as well 
as the effects of one’s driving ability. But while 
there is a brief discussion of the relation be- 
tween driving after drinking, and traffie acci- 
dents, the major part of the film deals with the 
misfortunes of an habitual drinker and his fam- 
ily—A National Directory of Safety Films. 


ProBLEM DrinkeERS. 16mm., sound, 19 min- 
utes, 1947. Forum Edition Special, March 
of Time, apply. 

Depicts a man’s downfall from “moderate” 
drinking to uncontrolled excess and shows how 
he regains his position in the world thru Aleco- 
holics Anonymous. It also shows the com- 
munity’s responsibility in treating an illness of 
this sort, and brings up the various other worth- 
while efforts being made to remedy the disease. 
—Educational Film Guide, 1948. 


Ten Nicutrs IN A MODERN TAVERN. 16mm., 
sound, 35 minutes. Flower Movie Studios, 
2121 Nicolet Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 

This film is the first modern motion picture 
drama giving intelligent treatment to liquor 
question and tragedy of its use. Based on the 
book, “Ten Nights in a Modern Tavern,” by 
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the Rev. Oscar Matthews, pastor of Coldwater, 
Kansas, Methodist Church.—Film World, May 
1948. 


Was Ir WortH WuILeE? 16mm., sound, 12 
minutes, loan. Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, Jefferson City. 

Depicts traffic violations made by a drinking 
driver, and shows how the public can cooperate 
with the police to bring about the apprehension 
of such offenders.-A National Directory of 
Safety Films. 


Wuere Does Ir Get You? 16mm., sound. 
Association Films, Y.M.C.A., Motion Picture 
Bureau, 347 Madison Ave., New York City 
17. 

Physical and social effects of alcohol told 
through incidents in lives of four high school 
students.—1000 and One, the 1948 Blue Book 
of Non-Theatrical Films. 


Filmstrips 
ALCOHOL PROBLEMS VISUALIZED. Color, 


purchase, $2.00. Society for Visual Educa- 
tion, Inc., 100 E. Ohio St., Chicago, II. 


TESTING THE DRINKING DRIVER. Sound- 
slide, 20 minutes, loan. National Safety 
Council, 20 N. Wacker Drive, Chicago, III. 


Temperance Series. Produced by the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Order from Society for Visual Education, 
Inc., 100 E. Ohio St., Chicago. IIl.: 


CEILING UNLIMITED. 65 frames, silent with 
text, $2.50, 1947. 


CHANCE OF A LIFETIME. 
with text, $2.50. 


52 frames, silent 
DOLLARS AND SENSE. 51 frames, silent with 
text, $2.50. 


He RAN A RACE. 
text, $2.50. 


59 frames, silent with 


He WeEntT STRAIGHT HOME. 
silent with text, $2.50. 


55 frames, 


TOWER OF STRENGTH. 54 frames, silent with 
text, $2.50. 


Public Library Inquiry 


Librarians will have their first opportunity 
to discuss the findings and recommendations 
of the Public Library Inquiry this summer at 
the fourteenth annual conference of the 
Granduate Library School. The conference, 
to be held on the University of Chicago 
Campus, August 8-13, will be devoted to 
discussion of the major reports of the 
Inquiry. 

This two year study of the public library 
and its problems is the result of a proposal 
made in 1946 by the A.L.A. that the Social 
Science Research Council conduct a 
“thorough and comprehensive study of the 
American free public library . . . an ap- 
praisal in sociological, cultural, and human 
terms of the extent to which the libraries 
are achieving their objectives.” The coun- 
cil adopted the project, and with a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
the Inquiry was organized in March 1947 


under the general direction of Dr. Robert 
D. Leigh. The reports of the Inquiry staff 
will be published in seven volumes by Co- 
lumbia University Press this spring. 

A panel of three will discuss each of the 
major reports at the conference. These will 
be the staff member responsible for the 
report, a library expert in the field, and a 
social scientist, or other outside expert. In 
addition, Dr. Leigh will make a general re- 
port on the American public library. Con- 
ference members will have an opportunity 
to join in the discussions, as the meetings 
will be open to comments from the floor. 

Registration fee for the conference is 
$10.00, payable in advance or at the first 
meeting. A limited number of rooms in 
the University dormitories will be available. 

It is expected that Dr. Leigh will also 
be a speaker at each of the A.L.A. Regional 
Conferences. 
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Geographic Distribution 
of A.L.A. Membership 


Keyes D. METCALF 


T THE Midwinter Conference I was asked 
to outline the disadvantages of moving 
A.L.A. Headquarters to Washington. It was 
my impression that the final report of the 
A.L.A. Fourth Activities Committee had not 
been completely accurate in stating that 
“The center of membership of A.L.A. lies 
much closer to the eastern seaboard than 
does Chicago.” 
This impression has been supported by 
computations made by Edwin E. W illiams, 
who has determined the center of A.L.A. 








Mr. Metcalf, director of Harvard University Library, Cam- 


bridge, Mass., is a former A.L.A. president. 








population according, insofar as possible, to 
the method used by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census in figuring the national center of 
population. 

Ralph R. Shaw, chairman of the A.L.A, 
Fourth Activities Committee,*® accepts Mr. 
Williams’ computations but explains that the 
committee had in mind “the point at which 
A.L.A. Headquarters would be closest to a 
maximum number of members.” I confess 
that I find this concept a bit nebulous, but 
I should think it would point to New York 
rather than Washington if it does not point 
to the actual center of population. Accord- 
ing to Harvard mathematics, the size of the 
circle has something to do with the result. 


A.L.A. Membersuip, 1948 


s 


Copyright, sertad 


Jrap Co., Imc., New 
York. Reproduced by 
permission 
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Center of A.L.A. membership (at intersection) 
is located near Indianola, Ill. 

Computations have been ande as if all aenbers 
in each state were located at the state capitel 

For method of computing centers of population 
see U. S. Bureau of the Census, 


of the United Staves: 1230, Vol. II: Population cata 
ves: , Vol. IIs . 
p-20. . 


* Comments regarding the report of the A.L.A. Fourth Activities Committee should be sent to a member of the Ex-Officio 
Committee on A.L.A. Reorganization (see May 1949 4.L.A. Bulletin, p. 169). The Fourth Activities Committee was dis- 


charged with thanks, by Council, upon completion of its 


members of the Fourth Activities Committee, are not responsible for interpretation of or 


mittee’s final report.—Editor 


assignment at the 


Midwinter Conference. Mr. Shaw, and other 


action on proposals in the com- 
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State School Library Advisers 


MiLpRED L. BATCHELDER 


Is state school library advisory service 
worthwhile? Do states having such a serv- 
ice feel that it is important? Does it con- 
tribute significantly to the quality of the 
education of boys and girls? 

In 23 states and one Canadian province! 
there are school library advisers (or con- 
sultants or supervisors as their titles vari- 
ously read). Of this number 10 have been 
established within the last six years. In 
that same period Virginia has added two 
assistant school library supervisors, and 
three southern states have each added an 
additional supervisor to work with libraries 
in schools for Negroes. Wisconsin, like 
New York and Connecticut, has two super- 
visors. Indiana has extended the services 
of its director of school libraries and teach- 
ing materials by a cooperative plan under 
which the instructor for school library 
courses in one of the teachers colleges spends 
one day each week in visits and advisory 
work in 19 counties. The State Education 
Department pays travel expenses and re- 
ceives reports on all visits. 

The steady increase in the number of 
states which have school library advisers 
in state education departments or, in four 
instances, in other agencies, is one kind of 
answer to the question. Another is indi- 
cated by studying brief reports of activities, 
plans and problems made by the advisers for 
a meeting of their group. From these it is 
evident that advisers in 20 states and in 
one province help school librarians to make 
library services an integral part of the 
school program. 

School library advisers cooperate in state, 
county and local planning to provide library 
services for children and young people in 
elementary and secondary schools, in many 





1Ala., Ark., Conn., Fla., Ga., Il., Ind., Ky., La., Md., 
Mass., Mich., Minn., Miss., RN.., Be. Gre., 5.0. Tee. 
Tex., Va., Wash., Wis., and Saskatchewan. 


inert 
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Miss Batchelder is executive secretary of the A.L.A. 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young People. 
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rural schools and in schools for Negroes, 
previously without libraries. They assist in 
developing community education programs 
in which the school library can contribute. 
Their offices serve as clearing houses of in- 
formation about good school practices in 
which libraries have a part. They partici- 
pate in evaluation of school programs and 
of libraries as part of those programs. In 
many ways they help teachers and librarians 
to know materials which they may need and 
to obtain materials when needed. During 
the present period of intensive school build- 
ing, they are working with school personnel 
and architects in planning functional and 
attractive schoo] library quarters. 

The great problem according to advisers 
is the shortage of trained school and teacher 
librarians. They work toward the solution 
of that problem by assisting library schools 
and teachers colleges in planning training 
for librarians. They promote intensive re- 
cruiting programs; try to make school li- 
brary positions more attractive by urging 
better working conditions; plan and en- 
courage in-service training opportunities. 
These summary statements need to be sup- 
plemented w ith illustrations from the de- 
velopments, the trends and the difficulties 
which were -reported by 20 of the state 
advisers. 


Planning for Needed Services 


At least five states include librarians in 
state curriculum work and as a result the 
libraries can be prepared with adequate 
materials for new units as they are intro- 
duced. Requests for help with library 
problems are increasing in all states. Five 
states emphasized the need for interpreta- 
tion to administrators of the values to the 
school of good library service. 


Extension of Library Service 


A trend toward more elementary school 
libraries was reported in 10 states. Six 
others indicate their greatest problems to 
be in this field. Recommended standards 
are planned by several states; promotional 
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and interpretive leaflets and bulletins by 
others. In Texas the Handbook on the 
Appraisal and Improvement of Elementary 
Schools has a section on libraries. In New 
York a supervisory letter from the Ele- 
mentary Education Division of the State 
Education Department was devoted to ele- 
mentary school libraries. 

Libraries serving all children in 12-grade 
schools and experiments in county-wide 
school library service are among the efforts 
to bring books to rural children. In Georgia 
plans are progressing for regional or multi- 
county audio-visual libraries and for a 
demonstration bookmobile. 


The Community Program 

In planning for library services in areas 
now without any libraries, Florida, Georgia 
and Virginia are considering employment 
of school librarians on a 12-month basis, 
with provision, in areas without public 
libraries, for services to adults as well 
as children. Coordinated planning for com- 
munity library service is also an objective 
in Mississippi where a recent state survey 
of all types of library service has been 
underway. Mississippi plans an _ experi- 
mental library in one of its adult elementary 
schools. 

Georgia reports reading programs in co- 
operation with the P.T.A. and _ others. 
Massachusetts cooperated with the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture specialist in child 
development and family life in preparation 
of book lists. 


Clearing House of Information 

Newsletters and bulletins of many types 
are prepared by the advisers. In Texas 
demonstrations of good library service in 
schools which qualified for special state 
assistance proved valuable. Saskatchewan 
has exhibits interpreting school libraries at 
larger fairs in the province. Arkansas and 
Louisiana plan filmstrips showing interesting 
practice. Five states are preparing bulletins 
on outstanding school library practices. 


Participation in Evaluation 
Four states indicate frequent inclusion of 
the state school library adviser or of other 
librarians on visiting committees requested 
to evaluate schools using the materials of 
the Cooperative Study of Secondary School 
Standards. In the southeastern states all 


advisers have taken leadership in part of 
the Southeastern Cooperative Library Sur- 
vey. Five states are working on revision of 
school library standards for secondary 
schools or for 12-grade schools, and one 
mentions standards for elementary school 
libraries. 


Aid in Selection of Materials 

Advisers have assisted in the preparation 
and distribution of lists of books, films 
and magazines. In a number of cases 
these were special subject or unit lists rather 
than basic lists. Information on rebinding 
was sent out by Wisconsin. Books and 
other materials were introduced to teachers 
through exhibits at state teachers associa- 
tion meetings in Maryland and other states. 
Louisiana and New York comment on the 
need for more opportunities for teachers to 
examine and compare instructional ma- 
terials. Saskatchewan has worked out prac- 
tical arrangements for purchase of books. 
In Louisiana the adviser has responsibility 
for supervising the evaluation of books, films 
and recordings which are purchased with 
state funds. 


School Library Quarters 

Washington advises architects to plan for 
libraries which will serve as the materials 
center for the school with space and facili- 
ties for audio-visual as well as printed ma- 
terials. Indiana proposes to provide a 
bibliography on _ planning school library 
quarters. 

Problems loom large when buildings are 
discussed. A discouraging note is sounded 
by one state which reports decentralization 
of elementary school libraries as a result of 
overcrowded schools. Also some advisers 


report buildings now being planned without. 


libraries and others in which the librarian’s 
advice is not sought until too late for most 
useful help. In an equal number of states 
many building plans include elementary 
libraries. 


Improvement of Library Training 

There has been cooperation of library 
schools and teachers colleges with school 
library advisers in seven states in planning 
for school library training. In one state a 
special conference on training was held. 
Plans for improved training are mentioned 
as underway in Georgia, Texas and Mary- 
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land, and Florida is working on plans for 
training Negro school librarians. New 
York and Saskatchewan emphasize the im- 
provement of teachers college libraries as a 
factor in the training of teachers and of li- 
brarians. Connecticut has its first trained 
librarian in a state teachers college labora- 
tory school and hopes similar schools in 
connection with other teachers colleges will 
have librarians before long. In New York all 
teachers college laboratory school libraries 
now have trained librarians. Indiana and 
Maryland stress the importance of librarians 
in laboratory schools. 

Training of school and teacher librarians 
will be influenced by revised certification 
completed in Connecticut and planned in 
Wisconsin. 

Recruiting 

The shortage of librarians demands an 
active recruiting program, and leaflets on 
librarianship as a career have been issued 
by Texas, Indiana and Alabama. Student 
library assistants offer excellent recruiting 
possibilities. To extend their acquaintance 
with libraries and to maintain their interest 
in them, groups of students have organized 
or are considering organization on a state- 
wide basis in Maryland, North Carolina, 
Indiana, Michigan, Mississippi and Florida. 


Salaries and Working Conditions 

Salaries for school librarians have been in- 
creased in many states—as teachers’ salaries 
have increased. The Indiana University 
bulletin School Library Personnel and Stand- 
ards, by Margaret Rufsvold, provides a 
helpful analysis of the personnel problems. 
Louisiana sees a trend toward a single stand- 
ard for the librarians serving both small 
and large schools. New York notes a trend 
away from “study hall” libraries both be- 
cause principals recognize difficulties and 
disadvantages and because school librarians 
have refused to take these positions. 


In-service Training 

For trained school librarians the valuable 
in-service experience gained by those which 
assist in school evaluation committees was 
emphasized by Kentucky and Florida. 
Workshops or institutes were held last year 
in eight states and county or district meet- 
ings or institutes were held in seven. For 
the teachers who have found themselves in 


library assignments without training for it, 
the workshops and institutes, when of 
several weeks duration, were mentioned. 
Five states feel that training for this group is 
one of their difficult problems. There is 
agreement that promising teachers in such 
positions should be urged to take library 
courses. Louisiana suggests the value of a 
practice followed by other advisers also— 
follow-up visits to librarians who take part 
in workshops and institutes. Arkansas and 
Mississippi had extension courses on school 
library work. 

The professional growth which comes 
from membership and activity in a profes- 
sional association was pointed out by four 
states. Indiana and Minnesota have re- 
cently organized separate school library 
organizations. Louisiana has unified its 
state-wide groups of school librarians and 
plans to encourage organization of city and 


parish groups. 


Values of Advisory Service 

In reviewing the widely varied activities 
it is obvious that initiation of some of the 
plans or of the programs were by others 
than the school library adviser. In all 
states, however, the school library adviser 
was found to be a person ready and inter- 
ested to study problems and seek solutions. 
In so doing the adviser works with li- 
brarians, teachers, school administrators 
and state education departments. 

For the states which do not yet have their 
school library advisers, the statements from 
recent reports of the present advisers may 
well be supplemented by the account of 
responsibilities of the state director of the 
school library program presented in School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow.? De- 
scriptions of service at the state level, found 
in print and in reports, are impressive. 
Those, augmented by observation from the 
23 states and from Saskatchewan, leave no 
question about the contribution to the lives 
of boys and girls which are made possible 
when supervisors, superintendents, princi- 
pals, teachers and school librarians work 
together so that reading and the use of 
libraries will be effective in the thousands 
of schools in those states. 


2 School Libraries for Today'and Tomorrow: Functions and 
Standards (Chicago: A.L.A., 1945), p. 35. 
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Correction 

The May 1949 A.L.A. Bulletin omitted 
the name of Mildred W. Sandoe, state li- 
brary organizer, Ohio State Library, Co- 
lumbus, from the list of members of the 
Ex-Officio Committee on A.L.A. Reorganiza- 
tion. Miss Sandoe and Lucile Nix represent 
members of the A.L.A. Library Extension 
Division. 


Regional Conferences 

The July-August A.L.A. Bulletin will 
carry as much information as possible about 
the programs and recreation plans of the 
seven A.L.A. Regional Conferences, to be 
held from August to November. This issue 
will probably be mailed around the middle 
of July to paid members only. 


Leaflet Revised 

The popular leaflet, Friends of the Li- 
brary—Who They Are, What They Do, has 
been completely revised and is now availa- 
ble for quantity purchase at the following 
prices: 50 copies, $1.25; 100, $2.00; 500, 
$9.00; 1,000, $17.00. Order from A.L.A. 
Publishing Dept., 50 E. Huron, Chicago 11. 


Salaries Survey 

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics re- 
ports that more than 19,000 returns to this 
questionnaire have been received from li- 
brary staff members, thus approximating 
70 percent of the total number distributed. 
The replies, edited by the bureau, have 
been placed on I.B.M. punched cards by 
the Statistical Tabulating Company of 
Chicago. The A.L.A. Board on Personnel 
Administration believes that the preliminary 
report will probably be available by the 
middle of the summer. 


A.L.A. Publication 

The Language of the Foreign Book Trade, 
by Jerrold ‘Ome, was published by A.L.A. 
May 16. The book, which is a guide for 
librarians with inadequate language training, 
contains terms used chiefly in the book trade. 
Languages are arranged alphabetically. The 
price is $2.25. 
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Colorado Conference 

Three Colorado librarians have been 
appointed to attend the Conference on the 
Role of Colleges and Universities in Inter- 
national Understanding. The conference, 
sponsored by the American Council on 
Education, will be held at Estes Park, Colo., 
June 19-22. A.L.A. and A.C.R.L. repre- 
sentatives are Donald E. Strout, director of 
libraries, University of Denver; Ralph T. 
Esterquest, assistant director of libraries, 
University of Denver; and James G. Hodg- 
son, director of libraries, Colorado A. & M. 
College, Fort Collins. 


Evaluation of Instructional Material 


The A.L.A. Committee on Intellectual 
Freedom reports that the Department of 
Michigan, American Legion, has adopted 
for its policy the report of its Committee on 
Evaluation of Instructional Materials. The 
committee was formed to foster a positive 
attitude toward democratic ideals and 
principles in all educational institutions and 
activities. The report concludes with the 
statement: “Democracy is not a fragile insti- 
tution, and when fairly presented neither 
suffers by comparison nor needs a defense.” 


S.O.S. For Headquarters Library 


A.L.A. Headquarters Library needs your 
help in making a collection of materials on 
current library practices. 

Librarians who are initiating projects or 
seeking to improve their routines, frequently 
ask for samples of materials explaining 
similar projects already underway in other 
libraries. In recent months, the Head- 
quarters Library has been asked to provide 
examples of “gay” staff manuals, publicity 
items for anniversary celebrations, surveys 
of registration, labels for memorial book 
collections, and forms to be used for book 
orders, periodical checking or charging 
systems. 

These requests cannot be filled unless 
you are willing to send in samples of this 
type of material. The Library needs ex 
amples of all sorts of forms (circulation, 
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reference, book orders, picture and record 
collections, binding, etc.), statements of rules 
and regulations, work and staff manuals, 
building plans and pictures of new and re- 
modeled libraries, publicity items, and re- 
ports of surveys. Nothing is too small or 
insignificant. Remember that items that may 
be of little use to you may solve another 
librarian’s problem. 

Please send all materials to Headquarters 
Library, American Library Association, 50 
E. Huron St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Round Table for Library Work 
Abroad Organized 

Marietta Daniels, librarian of the Pan 
American Union, Washington, D.C., was 
elected chairman of the A.L.A. Round Table 
for Library Work Abroad at a meeting held 
April 23 in Washington, D.C. 

Formal organization of the round table 
implements a petition approved by the 
A.L.A. Council at the 1949 Midwinter meet- 
ing. 

Two primary objectives of the round table 
were established: (1) To investigate the 
current situation regarding library work in 
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its international aspects; and (2) to explore 
the possibilities of implementing existing 
programs and developing others to improve 
international library relations and library 
services throughout the world. 

In outlining activities for the year, the 
round table agreed to give top priority to 
completion and publication of a manual on 
library service abroad. It was also agreed 
to make arrangements for informal meetings 
to be held at the A.L.A. Regional Confer-~ 
ences and at the 1950 Midwinter Con- 
ference. 

In addition to Miss Daniels, officers 
elected were: Mr. Marion Milezewski, 
University of California Library, vice-chair- 
man; Katharine A. Shorey, Martin Memorial 
Library, York, Pa., secretary-treasurer. 

Four committees were established, with 
the following chairmen appointed: Anne V. 
Marinelli, University of Illinois Library, 
Membership and Recruiting; Miss Marion 
E. Vosburgh, Yale University Library, 
Editorial (manual); Verner Clapp, Library 
of Congress, Exchange of Persons and Publi- 
cations; Clara Fielder, A.L.A. Washington 
Office, Publicity. 


A.L.A. Election 


Early in June official ballots for the an- 
nual election of officers will be mailed to 
members of the Association. Ballots, which 
must be returned by July 1, will be sent 
only to members whose 1949 dues are paid. 

Names appearing on the official ballot in- 
clude those on the slate prepared by the 
Nominating Committee and _ listed in the 
December 1948 A.L.A. Bulletin, in addition 
to one nomination by petition. 

Clarence R. Graham was nominated by 
petition for the office of first vice president 
(president-elect) by the following 12 mem- 
bers of the A.L.A. Council: Margaret W. 
Ayrault, Helen M. Clark, Hazel Dean, Sadie 
P. Delaney, Helen Hefling, James J. Hill, 
Virginia Lacy Jones, Edmon Low, M. Ruth 
MacDonald, John H. Moriarty, Martha 
Parks and Velma R. Shaffer. The petition 
was presented at the midwinter meeting in 
accordance with Article III, Section 2(b) 
of the By-Laws. . 


Biographical notes on the candidates, to 
be mailed with the ballots, were prepared 
by the Nominating Committee for the in- 
formation of voters. 

Positions to be filled by election are: First 
Vice President (President-Elect), Second 
Vice President, Treasurer, two Executive 
Board members for the term 1949-53, six 
Council members for the term 1949-53, and 
one Council member to fill the unexpired 
term, ending 1951, of Frances H. Kelly, re- 
signed. 

As specified in Article III, Section 4(a) 
of the By-Laws, a Committee on Election, 
appointed by the Executive Board, will have 
charge of the counting and tabulation of 
all votes cast. Members of the committee 
are: Margaret Louise Wallace, Gary Public 
Library, Gary, Ind.; David Jolly, Deering 
Library, Northwestern University, Evanston, 
Ill.; Marion Oliver, Chicago Public Library, 
chairman. 












LIBRARIANS 


Check These Titles Recently 
Listed in the A.L.A. Booklist 








CHESS 


THE WORLD'S A CHESS- 
BOARD 


by Reuben Fine 

PRACTICAL CHESS 
OPENINGS 

by Reuben Fine 










$5.00 










JUVENILES 
A CUP OF COURAGE 


by Mina Lewiton 






Teen Ages $2.50 


JOBS THAT TAKE YOU 
PLACES 

by Joseph Leeming 

Teen Ages 

SWAMP BOY 

by M. Cormack and P. L. 
Bytovetzski 

Teen Ages 







$3.00 








$3.00 






THE WILD WILD WEST 
by James Daugherty 
12 years and up 






$2.50 







MISCELLANEOUS 
EVERYMAN’S DICTION- 
ARY OF MUSIC 
compiled by Eric Blom 
THE CARD WIZARD 

(An Easy Course of Tricks) 
by Bill Turner $2.00 







$3.50 







DAVID McKAY COMPANY 
PHILADELPHIA 6 
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California’s New Salary Schedule 

In May 1949 the University of California 
adopted a new library salary schedule made 
retroactive to September 1948. Salary 
ranges for positions other than those of chief 
librarians, assistant chief librarians and the 
director of the Bancroft Library are: L-] 
| $2880-3360; L-2 $3360-4440; L-3 $4440. 
| 5340; L-4 $5340-6600. 





| Attention State Associations! 

Janet E. Hamilton, chairman of the New 
| Jersey Library Association’s Committee on 
Cooperation with UNESCO, is anxious to 
know whether or not similar groups exist in 
other state associations. If your association 
has such a group, and would care to pass on 
information as to present work and future 
plans, address Miss Hamilton at the Library, 
Monmouth Junior College, Long Branch, 
N.Y. 





The Miracle of America 

An attractive and effective pamphlet, The 
Miracle of America, is now being distributed 
by the Advertising Council, Inc. as part of 
an extensive campaign to explain the Ameri- 
can economic system. The program, which 
has the support of representatives of labor, 
management and the public, is the result of 
two years of preparation. Free copies of 
The Miracle of America may be obtained 
from the Public Policy Committee, The Ad- 
vertising Council, Inc., 25 W. 45th St., New 
York 19, N.Y. A limited number of copies 
are available for quantity distribution upon 
special request. 


UNESCO Pamphlet 

Libraries in Need, a 23-page pamphlet by 
Joseph A. Barry, has recently been pub- 
lished by UNESCO.~- Free copies may be 
obtained from the Public Relations Office, 
American Library Association, 50 E. Huron 
St., Chicago 11. 


International Library Committee Pro- 
ceedings 





Actes du Comité International des 
Bibliothéques, Vol. XIII, has recently been 
published by Martinus Nyhoff, The Hague. 


~~ ww eS SOC CU 


BRIEF NEWS OF 

GENERAL INTEREST 

This volume contains the proceedings of the 
14th session of the International Library 
Committee of I.F.L.A. The proceedings, 
published partly in English and partly in 
French, are available from the publisher 
for 12 Swiss francs. 


Los Angeles Public Library Survey 


Two volumes of the proposed 12-volume 
survey of the Los Angeles Public Library 
have now been released. Titles are: Vol. 1: 
“General Service Factors”; vol. 2: “Objec- 
tives of the Library; Appraisal of the Book 
Collections.” The complete survey may be 
ordered for $5.00 from the Administration 
Office, Los Angeles Public Library, Los 
Angeles 13, Calif. 


Bond Issue Approved 


The governor of Rhode Island recently 
signed a library bill giving the city of 
Providence authority to borrow $450,000 
in exchange for bonds to construct and 
equip an addition to the Providence Public 
Library. This is a supplementary bond 
issue to the $1,300,000 passed in 1946. 


Trustees Manual 


An attractive and informative 32-page 
pamphlet, Indiana Library Trustee’s Own 
Manual, has been published by the Indiana 
Library Trustees Association in cooperation 
with the Indiana State Library. Single 
copy, $.25; five for $1.00; ten for $1.50. 
Available from Mrs. Albert H. Moeller, 
treasurer, Indiana Library Trustees As- 
_—— 343 N. Line St., Columbus City, 
Ind. 


United Nations Broadcast 


Clark M. Eichelberger, national director 
of the American Association for the United 
Nations, Inc., has inaugurated a new series 
of 15-minute commentaries on the United 
Nations and related activities. The broad- 
cast is being carried on the N.B.C. network 
every Friday evening at 7:30 p.m. (E.S.T.). 


Plan New Library 


In April, the trustees of the Cincinnati 
Public Library bought a site for $1,250,000 
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| reports on happenings in the 
Nation’s Capital of interest to 


librarians 
CONTAINS 
news and interpretations of current 
Federal legislation as it affects the 
library profession 
information about international 
library programs 
Keep informed of developments in 
national and international relations 
in the library field 
READ 


ALA WASHINGTON NEWSLETTER 
14 issues a year $7.00 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Washington Office 
1722 H St., NW Washington, D.C. 








DEMCO GUMMED LETTERS—A 
sign-shop in a box! Five sizes: 42” 
—%4"—1%"—2” and 2%”. Two 
rich colors, eye-catching red and 
royal blue. Complete font in each 
size ordered. Prices range from 
$5.75 to $35.00 deluxe. Write for 
details! 


¢ A he 25 ade Aa 


118 S. CARROLL ST., MADISON 3, WIS 
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on which to build a new main library build- 
ing. Completion of plans for the building 
will take about a year. Present proposals 
are for a building three stories high, with 
two stories underground for storage. 


Publications List 

Publications of the National Foundation 
for Infantile Paralysis are free—a service 

made possible through the March of Dimes. 
A complete list, including brief de scriptions 
of exhibits and films, will be sent upon 
request. Address the foundation at 120 
Broadway, New York 5, N.Y., and specify 
Publication No. 38. Films and exhibits are 
furnished on loan only. 


Life Insurance Bookshelves 


The Institute of Life Insurance is cur- 
rently sponsoring a project to encourage 
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Life Underwriter Associations in individual 
localities to make gifts of informational 
books to their public libraries. Basic collec- 
tions of books on life insurance have been 
presented by local groups to the public li- 
braries at Nashville, Tenn. and El Dorado, 
Ark., and to each of the 17 branches of the 
Cincinnati Public Library. 


Institute To Be Held 

The Division of the Social Science at the 
University of Denver will hold an Institute 
for the Study of the Soviet Union July 25- 
August 26. The course will meet two hours 
daily and will give five quarter hour credits 
at the senior or graduate level. The fee is 
$45.00. Ten full tuition scholarships are 
available to highly qualified students. 
Write the Social Science Foundation, Uni- 
versity of Denver, Denver, Colo. 


POSTTIONS 


Positions Wanted 


Cataloger, with administrative experience, 
now finishing thesis, ready for position Septem- 
ber 1. B159 

Library school graduate, experienced in ref- 
erence and circulation work, desires position 
ina public or college library in the west. B136 

Librarian now employed in large school de- 
sires return to southern states. B.S. degree plus 
thirty-two hours library science. Middle-aged 
woman, personable, adaptable. Children’s 
work, reference, reader’s advisor. B149 

School librarian with public library experi- 
ence desires work during July and August. 
Write B150 

Librarian, B.S.E., B.S. in L.S., 2 yrs. teach- 
ing, 4 yrs. library experience wants ‘college or 
university position beginning Sept. Expe rience 
includes administrative and supervisory in 
county library with public school affiliations, 
and army civil service. B15] 

Wanted: position as librarian of a college. 
Woman with experience in college, university 
and reference libraries, 6 years as librarian of 
a woman’s college. B153 

Librarian, female, 15 years experience in 
sable library work and 6 in colleges, desires 
change to middle-sized college library in East 
or South. Public or special library work con- 


Notices by 
Personal 
staff positions. Deadline: 
the Bulletin office. 


lar and a half. 


A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents a line; 
members may advertise for positions for themselves; 


tenth of month preceding publication. 


sidered. Available June or July. B154 

Teaching or library position in summer ses- 
sion of Western college or university. Degrees. 
B155 

Librarian, graduate accredited library school, 
B.S. in L.S. P-2 and P-3 rating, with experi- 
ence in school and army libraries desires 
change. Preference for position offering some 
responsibility and opportunity to work with 
people in South or East. Others considered. 
B156 

Positions Open 

Reference and circulation assistant in Mid- 
west college, one with some college library 
experience preferred . Same vacations during 
year as faculty. Salary $2400 to $2800, with 
additional amount for summer school. B146 

The U.S. Army Needs Librarians. Graduate 
and undergraduate library positions are open 
on Army Posts within the U.S. and overseas. ° 
Basic salary for graduate librarians $2974.80, 
undergraduate $2724.00. Openings in Europe 
and Japan are for two years, in Guam and 
Okinawa one year each. Address inquiry to: 
Library Branch, Office of the Chief of Special 
Services, Department of the Army, W ashington 
25, D.C. 

CHILDREN’S LIBRARIAN AND CATA- 


LOGER, library school graduates, experience 


minimum one dol- 
institutional members may advertise to fill 


Payment should not be made until statement is sent from 
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not required, $2760-$3360. Four weeks vaca- 
tion, paid sick leave, retirement plan, five day 
week. Indianapolis Public Library, Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

Three field positions, one cataloging position 
open. West Virginia Library Commission, 
Morgantown. Liberal vacation. Salary $3000. 

Wanted: Head librarian in charge of admin- 
istration for Michigan library. Offering vaca- 
tions, hospitalization and retirement plan. 
Write giving training, experience and expected 
salary. B147 

Accredited teachers college in the South 
(west of the Mississippi River) desires circula- 
tion librarian to begin work preferably June 1. 
Some duties in reference and_ periodicals. 
Modern air-conditioned library. Degree from 
accredited library school required. B148 

REFERENCE ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, 
B.L.S. required. Salary range $2400 to $2700 
per annum, City of Royal Oak Public Library. 
Address Civil Service Board, Royal Oak, Mich., 
for details. 

STEPHENS COLLEGE LIBRARY. Profes- 
sionally trained assistant in acquisitions and 
cataloging. Employment twelve months with 
one month’s vacation. oe open. Opportu- 
nity for experience in a stimulating and progres- 
sive library. If interested, write B. Lamar 
Johnson, Stephens College, Columbia, Mo. State 
age, education, experience. 

Two positions open: Adult Education Direc- 
tor with responsibility for film service. Begin- 
ning salary $2800 plus $810 cost-of-living ad- 
justment. Must be library school graduate with 
some experience in the field. Also general 
assistant, beginning salary $2100 plus same 
adjustment. Suburban library of 117,000 vol- 
umes, 35 minutes from New York City. Jose- 
phine H. Edwards, Public Library, New 
Rochelle, N.Y. 

Wanted: Cataloger for historical collection, 
two-year job or perhaps permanent. Lovely 
college community, good hours and vacations. 
Send personnel details, experience, and salary 
expected to director of libraries, Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Ala. 

Children’s librarian: Suburban community 
near New York City. Professional training 
required. Attractive room; retirement plan. 
Initial salary $2800-$3000 or more according 
to experience. Also, young professional assist- 
ant interested in adult services and public re- 
lations. Apply librarian, Free Public Library, 
Englewood, N.J. : 

Position open for trained librarian with at 
least four years of experience in a science 
and industry department. Beginning salary 
$258. Maximum in four years—$310. Present 
cost of living bonus $25 a month. Apply li- 
brarian, Library of Hawaii, Honolulu 18, Hawaii. 





Trained librarian for cataloging, some circu- 
lation, and some reference work. Four week 
vacation, retirement plan, 39 hour, 5 day week, 
sick leave. Salary dependent upon qualifica- 
tions and experience. Apply librarian, Public 
Library, Aeateabes Wis. 

Wanted by small university in Mid-Atlantic 
area: Cataloger with two to five years’ experi- 
ence and working knowledge of modern lan- 
guages. B152 

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN, must have degree 
from recognized library school. College or 
university experience necessary, preferably in 
order and cataloging field. Salary based on 
experience Man preferred. Write—librarian, 
A & M College, College Station, Tex. 

Circulation and reference assistant for sub- 
urban community, commuting distance from 
New York. Salary $2800 upward, 37 hour, five 
day week, four week vacation, retirement plan. 
Rapidly growing community offering tremend- 
ous challenge in all departments of work. Great 
Neck Library, Great Neck, Long Island. 

Professional assistant to take over adult circu- 
lation work in a non-departmentalized public 
library. Opportunity to work with books and 
people and to extend library service in a lively 
western community. Salary $2610, 38 hour 
working week, 26 days vacation and 12 days 
sick leave annually. Great Falls Public Library, 
Great Falls, Mont., Margaret Fulmer, librarian. 

Cataloger with a B.S. in L.S. to work in 
public library in mid west city, population 
90,000, new building in near future, oppor- 
tunity for advancement. 1 month vacation, sick 
leave privileges. Beginning salary $2600. 
B157 

Librarian for Long Island village library 
half hour from New York City. Position open 
September 1. Salary $3500. B158 

Assistant librarian for medical and nursing 
libraries. College and library school graduate, 
experience preferred. 40 hour week. Begin 
August 1. Apply Personnel Director, Harper 
Hospital, Detroit, Mich. 
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books supplied. Also 
incomplete sets completed, genealogies and town 
histories, periodical back numbers, etc. All subjects, 


all languages. Send us your list of book-wants—no 
obligation. We report quickly. Lowest prices. 





(We also supply all current books at publisher's 
prices less library discount plus postage.) 


AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 


117 West 48th St., Dept. L., New York 19, N.Y. 
P.S. We also buy books and magazines. Send us your list. 


N.B. We would appreciate if Librarians will kindly refer 
Individuals seeking out of print books to our service. 
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A.L.A. Cataloging Rules for Author and Title Entries 


The long-awaited code of cataloging practice is now available. Fifteen years of 
study, expansion, and revision of the 1908 edition have culminated in this publica- 
tion which “is intended to represent the best or most general current practice in 
cataloging of the libraries of the United States.” 
The principal changes from the preliminary edition of 1941 are: 
—rearrangement to emphasize the basic rules and subordinate their amplifications 
—rearrangement to make the sequence of rules logical in so far as possible 
reduction of the number of alternate rules 
—omission of rules of description 
rewording to avoid repetition or to make the meaning clearer 


revision of rules inconsistent with general principles 


The appendices of the book include a glossary, abbreviations used in headings, 





rules of style for headings. and transliteration tables for the new Russian, Slavic, 
modern Greek, Semitic, Hebrew, and Yiddish languages. 


Prepared by a special A.L.A. committee with the assistance of many consultants. 
Responsibility for the final draft rested with the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification, Clara Beetle, editor. 


288 pages Cloth $5.00 


A.L.A. HANDBOOK 


Contains information about the organization and activities of the A.L.A. and its 
Divisions, Committees, and Boards with officers’ and committee chairmen’s names 
and addresses. Also includes information on national, state, and local organiza- 
tions and agencies active in the library field. The Code of Ethics, the Library Bill 
of Rights, and lists of additional state agencies are new features of this edition. 
For the first time, by vote of A.L.A. Membership at Atlantic City, June 1948, the 
handbook is no longer provided free as a membership privilege, but is offered for 
sale. Because of this change and also because of changes in the membership record 
procedures, no directory of A.L.A. members is listed in the new handbook. 144 
pages. $3.00. 
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50 EAST HURON STREET CHICAGO 11, ILL. 
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800 newspaper pages 
in this bound volume 
weigh 23 Ibs., 14 oz. 


IT’S THE BEST WAY TO KEEP THE NEWS 


Today you can order Recordak microfilm 
editions from a selection of more than 400 lead- 
ing newspapers . . . build your reference files 
economically, as you wish...no longer restricted 
by a lack of stack space. 

To begin . . . you need only have a Recordak 
Film Reader. The cost is low—well within most 
library budgets. Write today for complete in- 


formation. Recordak Corporation (Subsidiary 


of Eastman Kodak Company), 350 Madison Ave., 


New York 17, N. Y. 


**Recordak”’ is a trade-mark. 





800 newspaper pages in this 
Recordak microfilm edition 
weigh 8 oz. 


GS EK DIFFERENCE IN WEIGHT! And 
some difference in size, too, as you can see. 
Actually, the Recordak microfilm edition can 
be filed in just 2% of the space required for the 
bound volume. 

Easier handling . . . and easier stacking are 
only two of the reasons why more than a thou- 
sand libraries are using Recordak microfilm 
editions. 

They appreciate the fact that they can keep 
their news editions free from deterioration— 
free from flaking, yellowing, tearing, clipping. 

They know, too, that the community appre- 
ciates this more efficient service—for any reader 
can speed the film from page to page . . . view 
the news intact .. . larger than original size on 
the screen of the Recordak Film Reader, 


=RECORDPK 


(Subsidiary of Eastman Kodak Company) 


originator of modern microfilming— 
and its library application. 
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THE DANCE 


Its Origin, Psychology 
and Philosophy 


By JOHN H. MANAS 
B.Sce., D.Psy., Ph.D. 


This unusual book with preface by 
Ruth St. Denis contains vital informa- 
tion for all. It reveals the secrets of the 
health, beauty, symmetry and grace of 
the ancient Greeks. How to cope with 
present juvenile delinquency and how to 
establish Universal Peace. Illustrated, 
artistic cover. Postpaid 75¢. 

Other books by the same author: 
Divination; Ancient and Modern, 
320 pages, illustrated, $3.00. Life’s 
Riddle Solved, 288 pages, illustrated, 
$3.00. 


Pythagorean Society 


152 West 42nd Street New York 18, N.Y. 
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Spring Cleaning 


At this time when librarians seek to complete their 
Periodical Files, requests for SINGLE COPIES tax 
even our expanded facilities. 

Sending your orders and inquiries as early as possible 
will enable us to serve you better. Won’t you please 


cooperate? 


Our Catalogue K has just been tssued—If you 
have not received a copy please write Dept. L. 


Abrahams Magazine Service 
56 East 13th Street — New York 3, N.Y. 


SIXTY YEARS OF LIBRARY SERVICE 


1889 


_—— 





American College 
Bureau 


UNIvERSITIES, colleges, and public schools request 


us to make recommendations for head librarians and 
assistant librarians in all fields of library service, 
Salaries are excellent according to qualifications. 

THE American College Bureau operates in all dj- 
visions in the University and College field, while the 
affiliated office, Fisk Teachers Agency, covers al] 
fields in educational work from pre-school through 
college and university. Both organizations are excel- 
lently equipped to render service to institutions that 
need librarians for we have a large library division 
and librarians are continually registering for advance. 
ment. 


28 E. Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 4, Ill, 
OUR SERVICE IS NATIONWIDE 








Send 10¢ (stamps or coin) 


for gold mine of news, ideas and 
special features of value to activity 
group leaders, agency administra- 


tors and program directors. 


Trial 5-month subscription $1.00 


RECREATION WORLD 


1170 Broadway, Suite 604 New York 1, N.Y. 


1949 
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This cabinet is built up of 
5-drawer and 15-drawer sec- 
tions with top, _ sliding 
shelves and leg base. A 
popular size. 











/ GAYLORD SECTIONAL 


tMaitable Lm ain. 


Card Cabinets 


Just as you remember them. The 
same precision workmanship . . . the 
same selected white oak quarter-sawed 

. attractive light or dark finish .. . 
and the same cast bronze hardware. 

Every librarian knows how easily 
these sectional card cabinets lend them- 
selves to the gradual growth of card 
files. You may start with a 15-drawer 
unit and enlarge it by adding 5-drawer 
or 15-drawer units when expansion is 
necessary. 


Write for complete information and 
prices. Please state number of drawers 
you need now. 


Gaylord Bros., Mie 


Syracuse, N.Y. + Stockton, Calif 


Originators and Makers of Better 
Library Supplies 





MYSTIK TAPE in 7 Beautiful COLORS 


to Mix or Match Your Book Covers 


® MYSTIK TAPE is available to you in seven 
colors, in six widths and in several lengths, we carry the only complete 


stock, your order can usually be shipped the same day received. 


Buy MYSTIK TAPE in large size 
rolls. Benefit from reduced cost 
per foot. Save up to 68144%. 
MYSTIK TAPE does not deterio- 
rate easily, properly stored. Buy 
an ample supply. 





Colors 
Black, Brown, Green, Red, Blue, White, Wine 


Alexander-Stafford PRICES: 


Width 108 In. 540 In. 60 Yds. 


34” $0.25 $1.00 cece 
¥ oes aah oan $2.10 


1%” 50 re 3.15 
2” 67 2.67 4.20 
3” 1.00 4.00 6.30 
4” 1.34 5.34 8.40 





Terms 
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Transportation paid in U.S.A. 
Two per cent—Net 30 Days 


ALEXANDER- STAFFORD CORP. 


One lonia Ave., N.W., Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 








We’re OLD enough to have the “know-how” for 
durable and attractive school and library bindings. 


We’re YOUNG enough to keep our equipment and 
methods in tune with modern library requirements. 


NEWARK 4 
ademaekers *?¥A%*; 
THE GerALp F. Sutiirr Co. 
New York Representatives 


HEMPSTEAD :-: New York 
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1949 Revised Edition 


GRADED LIST of BOOKS 
for Elementary Schools 


Here it is ... A handy listing of books for children in grades 
1 through 8 .. . a separate list for each grade .. . all 8 lists 
in a pocket style folder! This new Graded List gives you more 
titles . . . more illustrations . . . more information than the 
previous edition. 


Write for your New 1949 Graded List today! 


333 E. Ontario St. 
A. C. MeClurg & Co. Chicago 11, tinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 
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For WOOD and METAL 
LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


Please remember 
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Recently, there have been deliberate 
attempts to confuse librarians and 
architects regarding the identity of 
the company that is now carrying on 
the library business of the Snead 
family. 


The Snead library business is now, as 
it has been continuously for the past 
70 years, under the personal manage- 
ment of the Snead family. We are 
Snead & Company in name, tradition, 
and experienced personnel. No one 


There is ONLY ONE 
SNEAD & COMPANY 
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gaged in the rapid and economical 
production of wood and metal Snead 
library equipment to meet practically 
every requirement. 


Engineering Service 


Snead engineers work with architects, 
librarians, and builders in developing 
plans, and in the erection and equip- 
ping of modern, efficient libraries. 
Close personal contact is maintained 
from start to finish. 


else is authorized to 
trade on our good name 
in the library field. 


Modern Plant 
Plant facilities, compris- 
ing 29 acres of floor 
space and equipped with 
modern, specialized ma- 
chinery, are now en- 


SNEAD WOOD FURNITURE 
and EQUIPMENT 
Besides the metal equipment 
listed below, Snead & Company 
offers a complete line of wood 
furniture and equipment, such as 
Charging Desks, Catalog Cases, 
Tables, Shelving, Chairs, and 
technical equipment of standard 

or special design. 


SNEAD & Company 


Division of Angus Snead Macdonald Corporation 


The organization that 
pioneered many of the 
major improvements in 
modern library construc- 
tion is ready to place 
its extensive engineering 
facilities at your dis- 
posal without obliga- 
tion. 


Orange, Virginia 





*Steel Bookstacks, Single and Multitier * Snead Modular Construction * Deck Floors, Concrete, Steel, Marble, 


etc. * Stack Stairs and Elevators * Automatic Book Conveyors * Carrels, Study Units, and Enclosures 


* Louverall Ceiling Lighting * Stack Accessories * Wood Library Furniture and Equipment * 








1949 PRINTING 


of the Completely New 


orld Book Encyclopedia 


The initial edition of the completely new, 
completely re-written World Book — re- 
leased some months ago—won immediate, 
universal acclaim. Now comes the 1949 
printing of this great new work with re- 
visions and additions that add still further 
to its usefulness. World Book is continu- 
ously revised, and so renders its readers 
continuously better service. 


Examine the new World Book! You'll 
see why, in thousands and thousands 
of libraries, schools, offices, and homes, 
World Book is the encyclopedia most 
often consulted! Published by Field En- 
terprises, Inc., Educational Division, 35 
East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Illinois. 


The NEW World Book 
Encyclopedia 


Among the many revisions and addi- 
tions in the 1949 World Book are: 


SCIENCE: Latest developments in su- 
personic flight, television, atomic re- 
search, rocket flight, etc. 
POLITICS: 1948 elections, candidates, 
public opinion polls, political parties. 
WORLD AFFAIRS: Colombian revolu- 
tion, accession of Juliana, Israel, etc. 
BIOGRAPHY : Biographies throughout 
have been brought up to date. Among 
the important new articles are those on 
Albert Schweitzer and William Pene 
Du Bois. 

And hundreds of other revisions, ad- 
ditions, new plates, pictures, charts, 
maps, diagrams. 


EEN 


i ype 
Se a 


wT Se aeeee ee PP ae a ae a 


oh 


PFET Tee 


f 





